CONCLUSIONS OF THE WOMEN’S TRIBUNAL AGAINST POVERTY AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

4 December 2007, Katmandu
Recognizing and identifying the issues and challenges faced by women from marginalized groups, on Tuesday 4 December, more than 300 women gathered in Kathmandu to emphasize the urgency and relevance of addressing women's experiences on poverty and violence against them.
We listened to all voices of women from over 45 districts as they presented their experiences before a 12 persons jury comprising of academicians, political thinkers, social activists and professional development workers. These voices belonged to women who were on the margins of our society, in particular from dalit, adivasis, Muslim, disabled, madhesi, janajati, badi, raji, kamaiya, and other minorities who were excluded, discriminated and marginalized both by society and their own communities thus bearing double- treble burdens. These voices represented the lives of the large majority of women in our country from east to west and north to south. The jury recognizes the efforts and courage of the women who brought and shared their stories with this tribunal. The reality echoes that women are consistently marginalized; it is even worse for third gender persons who are considered unnatural and ostracized.
Today the country is at a transitional phase where a majority of political parties and civil society actors are engaged in dialogue and immense efforts are being made to establish sustainable peace in the country. We recognize that peace can't be achieved without addressing issues accountable for social exclusion and marginalization of larger segments of population such as dalit, adivasis, muslim, disabled, madhesi, janajati, badi, raji, kamaiya, persons from  remote areas, women and third gender persons. It has also been largely acknowledged that participation of all historically marginalized groups as equal partners (according to their population) in all state, socio-political and politico-economical structure is a key for peace in the country.

In contravention to Parliamentary declaration to mainstream at least 33 percent of women in all the state structures, the implementation remains poor. The on going process of peace process has largely ignored women, gender issues and voices, and confined only to “superficial talks.” The crucial issues of women combatants, disabled, displaced, widowed, single women and others who were directly affected by 12 years of violent armed conflict have neither been addressed nor there are any such indications.
Within a year since the historical Peace Accord was signed marking an end to the insurgency creating space for Peace and Development, the Terai belt (Southern part) of the country has witnessed violent conflict. The rapid emergence of different criminal/splinter groups has caused terror and unrest followed by killing, kidnapping, rape and other crimes that are increasing at an alarming rate. It is no doubt that women have to bear the brunt of this crime and are most affected. The failure of the state mechanisms to apprehend and penalize perpetrators is a grave concern as it has paved way for the criminals to commit crimes without any fear. Impunity has become all pervasive. Consequently the criminalization of politics is being institutionalized. It has further accelerated the process of existing social exclusion and discrimination. Right to life, security, dignity, livelihood and development have become the casualty. This has impacted severely on all women living in the Terai belt. Frequent Bandhas for little pretext has put livelihood of the poor at risk.
Women having missing members in their family are still waiting for justice and information about whereabouts of their near and dear ones. The displaced women are forced to live in a sub - human condition even after return of democracy already for a year. This insensitivity of the state to these issues has forced women to live with different forms of physical, mental, social, psychological and sexual violence.
The government owned national parks and politics related to such parts have displaced people and livelihood of the people in all stake. Eviction in the name of National parks and development has resulted in displacement of the vulnerable groups, leading to further impoverishment.
Most of such groups are either landless or hold marginal land and kind distribution in skewed, i.e.; very few hold most of the land and the majority own very little. Women, marginalized groups, dalits and the janjati are those who are hard hit and their food security is at stake. 

Health, education and agriculture policies have failed to cater to the needs of people. Program implemented to support employment generation on small scale is grossly inadequate to meet the needs of the vast section of the poor. 
Though bonded laborers have been freed, their rehabilitation has been far from being satisfactory. The Kamalaries (women bonded laborers) are still forced to live as bonded laborer and evidences confirm that some of them are still being physically and sexually exploited to. A large section has not even been recognized by the state as bonded labor and neither have they been rehabilitated. Government has not recognized and given certificate to women bonded laborer. Furthermore the Badi women and their issues have not been taken seriously by the Government. After 4 months of continuous rigorous protest of Badi women, the government decided to assign a task force to investigate the issues of Badi women; it is a positive step. However, even after one month of the formation of the task force, the government has not been able to address the various forms of violence which they are facing due to long standing discriminatory practice against them.
The Violence against Women is also increasing at an alarming rate. There is complete connivance of police and influential sections of the society in not reprimanding the guilty. Violence is growing with impunity. Police, politicians and judiciary are not only gender insensitive but there is a lack of response towards issues of women and poverty. 

In spite of large investment and inflow of aid money for education, health, entitlements remain elusive for majority of children from dalit, adivasi, janjati, difficult geographically located people, Muslim's, Raji, Chepang and other minority groups. The failure to recognize caste discrimination and other stereotyping is a critical reason for the dropping out of many children and not completing school education. This can also lead children to work in exploitative condition.
Recommendations:

We recognize government is failure to provide the right to work and livelihood of extremely poor, marginalized groups, differently abled people and women, in the following areas:

· Right to citizenship (for example Badis, differently abled) and all the benefits thereof;

· Right to live ( especially in case of discriminated and marginalized castes, professions and differently abled) free of violence;

· Right to food;

· Right to basic education and health;

· Right to opportunities for work and employment;

· Right to adequate wages and remuneration for work;

· Right to appropriate access to market and remuneration for their products.
· Access of girls and women to healthcare and education;

· Opportunities for women for decent and safe work and employment and;
· Rights of marginalized peoples to access to land, water and basic necessities.
We demand that:
· State must be responsive to human rights violations and Rule of law that punishes the perpetrators of sexual and caste violence and human rights violations;

· There should be direct access of deprived people to state structures for law enforcement;
· There should be an effective and strong government administration and police personnel sensitive to gender and caste discrimination;
· Provision of social security, safety net programmes for vulnerable populations;
· Right to be treated with dignity as human beings;
· Right to information;

· Equality in the family to ensure that women have access to basic needs;
· Right to work on demand  and earn their livelihood for their children and family members;

· Women should have independent identity – citizenship so that they at least have joint ownership over all property (government land, joint pattas, homestead land);

· Establishment of safe houses that can be easily accessed for women at risk and;
· Government should immediately constitute a High level commission to look at issues on Violence against women.

Last but not least, we strongly raise the demand for equality of women, as the only means to end violence, discrimination and poverty. 
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The Women’s Tribunal against Poverty and Violence against Women was collectively organized by 12 organizations and networks to enable women from the most marginalized communities of Nepal to present their experiences, and articulate their expectations from the government.

PAGE  
3

